
 
 
 
 
 
 

AllthearticlespublishedbyChelonian Conservation and Biologyarelicensedundera
NonCommercial4.0InternationalLicenseBasedonaworkathttps://www.acgpublishing.com/

 

 

Chelonian Conservation And Biology

Vol. 17No.2 (202

COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF AIRWAY MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUES IN 
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES.

Ministry of Health, Saudi Arabia

Ministry of Health, Saudi Arabia

Ministry of Health, Saudi Arabia

Ministry of Health, Saudi Arabia

Ministry of Health, Saudi Arabia

Rayan Ahmed Hasaan Ibrahim

Ministry of Health, Saudi Arabia

Ministry of Health, Saudi Arabia

Ministry of Health, Saudi Arabia
 Abstract 

It is critical for the EMS system to practice efficient airway management to obtain the best 
results in patient emergencies. This all
management in EMS, including intubation through the larynx, supraglottic airway gadgets, and 
bag, valve, and mask ventilation. The key points, such as the indications for, the 

AllthearticlespublishedbyChelonian Conservation and BiologyarelicensedunderaCreativeCommonsAttribution
InternationalLicenseBasedonaworkathttps://www.acgpublishing.com/ 

Chelonian Conservation And Biology 
 

(2022) | https://www.acgpublishing.com/ | ISSN - 1071-8443 

DOI:doi.org/10.18011/2022.04(1) 1215-1226 

COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF AIRWAY MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUES IN 
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES. 

Faisal Abdullah Hamdi 
 jejeujdjid@gmail.com 

Ministry of Health, Saudi Arabia 
 

Hatim Abdullah Al-Baqami 
hatem1402net@gmail.com 

Ministry of Health, Saudi Arabia 
 

Ziyad Abdulrahman Alajaji 
 ziydi55@gmail.com 

Ministry of Health, Saudi Arabia 
 

Turki Mohmmad Alotaibi 
 talotalbl@moh.gov.sa 

Ministry of Health, Saudi Arabia 
 

Satam Mutlaq Alotaibi 
 uunuu532@icloud.com 

Ministry of Health, Saudi Arabia 
 

Rayan Ahmed Hasaan Ibrahim 
 rayani@moh.gov.sa 

Ministry of Health, Saudi Arabia 
 

Yasser Nashi Alrooqi 
 yasseralrooqi11@gmail.com 

Ministry of Health, Saudi Arabia 
 

Mazen Hasaan Asiri 
 mazen566466@hotmail.com 

Ministry of Health, Saudi Arabia 

It is critical for the EMS system to practice efficient airway management to obtain the best 
results in patient emergencies. This all-encompassing review examines methods of airway 
management in EMS, including intubation through the larynx, supraglottic airway gadgets, and 
bag, valve, and mask ventilation. The key points, such as the indications for, the 

CreativeCommonsAttribution-

1215 | P a g e  

COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF AIRWAY MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUES IN 

It is critical for the EMS system to practice efficient airway management to obtain the best 
review examines methods of airway 

management in EMS, including intubation through the larynx, supraglottic airway gadgets, and 
bag, valve, and mask ventilation. The key points, such as the indications for, the 



Chelonian Conservation and 
Biologyhttps://www.acgpublishing.com/ 

1216 COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF AIRWAY MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUES IN EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES. 

 

 

contraindications for, the complications to watch out for, and the evidence-based practices, are 
also treated. Besides that, the codswallop includes enhancing airway management technology 
through simulation training, which increases providers' competence. The article provides clinical 
recommendations on how EMS services could enhance airway management, focusing on the 
ultimate goal of patient care. 

Keywords: Airway management, emergency medical services, endotracheal intubation, 
supraglottic airway devices, bag-valve-mask ventilation, simulation training. 

Introduction 

One of the most critical chapters in preclinical care is airway management, a well-known part of 
emergency patients' care, as in ambulance EMS settings. However, quick and effective airway 
management is integral to basic first aid. This is to ensure that patients who have a worsening of 
their respiratory condition, an airway obstruction, or poor respiratory function get enough 
oxygen and can breathe normally. The general introduction below demonstrates airway 
management's crucial role in EMS, exhibiting the difficulty of providing a range of practices 
purely in an emergency as time is often pressured(Mohamadouet.,al 2020). Additionally, we will 
present the specific objectives and themes for the review, which include a thorough examination 
of numerous airway management techniques, supportive evidence-based practices, technological 
advancements, and recommendations for improvements. 

1. Endotracheal Intubation 

Many clinical systems have identified endotracheal intubation as an essential or fundamental part 
of emergency definitive airway management. It implies the placement of an endotracheal tube 
(ETT) in the trachea to set up the airway and provide mechanical ventilation. This portion of the 
discussion highlights the advantages of tracheal intubation in prehospital settings, and we cover 
indications, contraindications, techniques, and possible complications. 

Indications: Endotracheal intubation is the next move when there are risks to the airway and if it 
is necessary to give mechanical ventilation or maintain airway patency. Surrogate endpoints 
commonly elaborated here are respiratory failure, airway obstruction, impending cerebral 
hypoxia, or respiratory arrest. 

Contraindications: Despite its effectiveness, the classic intervention known as endotracheal 
intubation has some contraindications. The life-threatening injuries that may be received are, for 
example, major facial trauma, a buried cervical spine, or an uncooperative patient alone in the 
caboose during a derailment who needs to be sedated for intubation. 

Techniques: Intubation by an orotracheal tube that is carried out successfully needs an organized 
plan, starting with the patient's assessment and preparation. The prime steps include classifying 
the patient, choosing proper equipment (such as a laryngoscope and endotracheal tube), and 
verifying the placement of the tube via election, chest expansion, and carbon dioxide monitoring. 
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Complications: Like any other medical procedure and being an effective catalyst, intubation also 
has certain risks that cannot be neglected. Some of the complications that may occur are 
hypoxemia, hypotension, esophageal intubation, aspiration, and vocal cord injury. Doctors have 
to be on guard and more than prepared in their best interests for the early management of these 
complications(Mohamadouet.,al 2020). 

Evidence-Based Practices: Best practices where evidence or research is the leading factor are 
indispensable for the best intubation success rate and reduction of complications. One of the 
most essential techniques for successful intubation is RSI, which involves rapidly administering 
induction agents and neuromuscular blockers with one breath. Employing this method has been 
proven to reduce cases of aspiration and significantly increase intubation success rates. 
Furthermore, as the surgeon will use a video laryngoscope and end-tidal carbon dioxide testing, 
which not only increases the view of the airway but also confirms the tube placement, the rate of 
improper tube placement is reduced, which assures improved patient safety and outcomes. 

Figure:Endotracheal intubation tube inserted in airway 

 

(Puliatti et.,al 2020).  

2. Supraglottic Airway Devices 

SADs are life-saving and prefer full-blown endotracheal intubation in cases of airway 
management in the EMS. The tracheotomy tubes are placed high above the glottis as they serve 
as a medium for ventilation and oxygenation. This part presents the signs, contraindications, 
effects, and evidence of using SADs in prehospital advanced medical treatment. 

Indications: We employ SADs when circumstances dictate that endotracheal intubation is futile 
or contraindicated. The reasons for the need for advanced procedures are unsuccessfully 
performed cardiopulmonary resuscitation outside the hospital, difficulty accessing the airways, 
or when airway control is needed in an emergency. 
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Contraindications: However, while SAD might be useful in particular types of diagnosis, it can't 
be used for everyone. Contraindications could be severe airway trauma, facial or upper airway 
malformations, or if someone has a full stomach with a risk of aspiration. 

Types: As per EMS guidelines, specific types of linear airway devices (SADs) are employed by 
the prehospital sites, including the laryngeal airway mask (LMA), the King laryngeal tube (LT), 
and the i-gel. Every machine has its own characteristics and absorption approach, attributed to 
their selection by different patient-wide audiences and clinical conditions(Mohamadouet.,al 
2020). 

Insertion Techniques: Dosing SADs precisely during insertion implies sufficient airflow by 
keeping airways open. Providers ought to undertake training in the proper method for inserting 
the devices as they are, which may result in either inadequate breath or obstruction of the 
airways. 

Evidence-Based Practices: Numerous findings from research trials have identified the 
effectiveness and safety of SADs and verified them in different clinical settings and patient 
groups. The clinical trial evidences its use as a first-line noninvasive airway management device 
in out-of-hospital cardiac arrest and rescue situations with a complex airway problem. 
Furthermore, SADs could boast an increase in airway management efficiency, ventilation 
parameter adaptability, and patient outcomes, all of which were superior to traditional bag-valve-
mask ventilation. 

EMS can employ two major airway devices, intubation and supraglottic, for airway management. 
Awareness of the particular indication, contraindication, technique, and evidence-based 
procedures of each method is a prerequisite for positive patient results and the delivery of quality 
care in cases of accidents and trauma-related emergencies(Mohamadouet.,al 2020).  

Figure :Second Generation Supraglottic Airway (SGA) Devices 

 

Mohamadouet.,al 2020). 
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3. Bag-Valve-Mask Ventilation: 

In the prehospital setting, BVM is among the indispensable airway management means utilized 
by EMS in providing positive pressure ventilation to patients who have failed to breathe 
correctly or are struggling with respiratory distress. This segment focuses on the necessity, the 
absence of indications, the methods, and the civil issues to be considered before applying BVM 
ventilation during prehospital care. 

Indications: Efficient ventilation of newborns is critical, especially for apnea, hypoventilation, 
or emergency respiratory arrest, which are highly dangerous for their health during the first year 
of life. Savings now. It is clear now that the best time-saving option is to put up the BVM as 
soon as possible. Arrest, who People become, who then respond to the cardiac arrest- CPR, 
allergic reactions, asthma attacks, and accidents—the person performs CPR(Mohamadouet.,al 
2020). 

Contraindications: As the latest technology term, many communities apply it, and it is even 
naturalized. On the other hand, some drawbacks occur. These include tearing through any wound 
skin or coat, obstruction of air as the tubes cannot securely seat them, a leak through a misshaped 
face. 

Techniques: The way to inflate or exhale are the basic questions, followed by items such as an 
inflator or what to use during this procedure.is supposed to be enabled. The necessary 
components are a tight seal in the mask that would be placed on the neck and under the collar to 
allow breathing through the throat. Proper inhalation is supposed to be grounded, and the mask 
should be placed right up. In that way, gas leakage issues will be avoided. Chin, The head is 
oozing near the chin, so the air is sucked through the neck opening and is distended. 

For instance, a treatment was assigned for each rescuer: to have the BVM in every given rescue 
sector or room. Air transport and the oxygenation of patients' vital processes are indispensable 
measurements taken daily as the TV, RR, and O2 levels are monitored and calculated to yield the 
optimal blend or balance. Meal Eventually, this ventilation and tissue oxygenation require 
observational care for these patients, where diluted stomach expansion and, ultimately, after-
meals vomiting occur(Mohamadouet.,al 2020). 

Strategies for Optimisation: They must remember the need to write new tactics, arrange the 
execution of tasks, and coordinate among the production lines, which could get more difficult or 
cumbersome. So, concerning breathing through the nose and mouth, particular wearing styles are 
developed where the mask is adapted to the overall patient. To sum up, the workers should get 
proper training on the job using the packaging technique by complying with the instructions and 
for excessive gas flow from the stomach and throat irritation. Consider using these technological 
pieces in one of the following ways: 1. daily training and monitoring of the quality of services. 
The glory name of the brand as a provider would be established among its services; hence, the 
suppliers with high-quality services could be sustained. 
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Bag-Valve-Mask (BVM) Ventilation • LITFL • CCC Airway 

4. Technological Advancements: 

Today, in the field of EMS medical care, technology in airway management has been a critical 
player in the running of the whole process, providing revolutionary techniques that improve the 
safety, efficacy, and ease of ventilation interventions. This segment discusses technological 
developments and their recent impact on airway management in the prehospital plan (Rong-
sheng et.,al 2020). 

Video Laryngoscopy: It implies a revolutionary leap in endotracheal intubation and airway 
management technology, as it allows a fully-fledged real-time visual anatomical view of a 
patient’s airway course. Video laryngoscopes provide enhanced visibility of the glottis, mainly 
where the difficult airways, neck immobilization and anatomical anomalies are enclosed. They 
have been proven to improve intubation success rates, and consequently, the risk of 
complications like esophageal or dental injuries is mitigated. 

Bougie-Assisted Intubation: Bougie, which more precisely can be described as a tracheal tube 
introducer, is a simple yet potent tool that may be useful for emergency intubation in challenging 
airway scenarios. The bougie’s role is to provide the tactile feedback needed in second aid, to 
lead the endotracheal tube into the trachea, improve first-pass success rates, and reduce the need 
for repeated attempts at initial intubation. It is critical for cases with an anterior position for the 
larynx and limited interincisal opening, and it is also helpful in obstructed glottis views. 

Smartphone-Based Airway Management Apps: Providers in prehospital environments can use 
one of the latest developments: smartphone-based airway management apps. These apps provide 
various information in forms that can be quickly adopted into any clinical situation, whether it is 
the oxygen saturation, the dosing guide for medications, or educational videos. They can now 
guide providers to making more accurate diagnoses, efficient documentation, and effective 
communication, ultimately improving the efficiency and quality of care provision. 
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Considerations for Integration: Although technological innovations have much to offer to 
airway management in EMS, cautious decision-making is crucial before integrating their use into 
clinical practice. These issues include providers’ training and competence with the new 
technologies and the technical problems in procurement and maintenance processes. We also 
need to deal with cost issues and the appropriate allocation of resources to achieve our goals. 
Moreover, continuous assessment, classification, and feedback processes are significant for 
secure and credible technology usage in the prehospital setting. 

Overall, in line with the role of EMS in airway management, BVM ventilation is widespread and 
is reaching its limits; technological advancements (innovations), however, have given room for 
more. Comprehending indications, techniques, and considerations for bag-mask ventilation 
(BMV) ventilation is just one crucial prerequisite for healthcare providers who constantly strive 
to provide timely and effective ventilatory support to patients with respiratory distress or who 
have failed to breathe independently. Technological enhancements adoption, as well, can smooth 
the prehospital setup of airway interventions' safety, efficiency, and efficacy, which will 
eventually produce positive results in patient survival rates and better patient 
outcomes(Kaleret.,al 2023). 

5. Simulation Training: 

 Along with other training methods, simulation training has been determined to be a critical way 
of improving skills and confidence in the airway management of ambulance workers within 
emergency medical services (EMS). This section goes into the essential role that simulation-
based education plays in EMS. Various props, such as high-fidelity manikin-based simulations, 
virtual reality, and procedural skill stations, have been explored. 

Role of Simulation-Based Education in EMS: Simulation-based instruction reflects an 
interactive and fully absorbed training environment that mimics the occurrences in the EMS 
practice that a practitioner of EMS will likely encounter. High-time task simulation with such 
dummies will be developed, offering effective presentations of patients and physiological 
responses through which airway management skills can be practiced in a safe and controlled 
environment. The virtual reality training resembles a walking interactive learning experience. 
Providers can practice managing airway conditions in real time after they have been subjected to 
scenario-based learning. Through this, an airway management station provides the necessary 
practice for students to gain mastery of techniques and equipment utilization (Rahman et.,al 
2021). 

Benefits of Simulation Training: Simulator training has many benefits for the EMS crew, such 
as improving clinical competence, making more sound decisions, improving collaboration and 
interpersonal skills, and avoiding hampering patients. They can do real-life and scenario-based 
simulations to gain and acquire hands-on experience and refine technical and cognitive skills for 
managing airway emergencies. On top of the simulation training, it also helps create a culture of 
continuous learning and improvement, pushing the members to keep learning from their 
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performance and uncovering the loopholes and the ways to contribute such practices to the real-
world scenario. 

Considerations for Designing Effective Training Programmes: Designing a successful airway 
management program using a simulation-based approach involves critically analyzing a few 
essential principles. The content of education courses must be closely integrated with the goals 
defined by regulatory bodies and professional organizations. The scenarios should be designed to 
include various presentations, and the level of complexity (mild, moderate, or high) should range 
from average to challenging and complex cases. Moreover, several debriefing techniques, e.g., 
structured debriefs and guided reflection, are significant as they contribute to productive 
learning, foster peer attendance, and keep key learning in mind. Performance assessment tools 
like checklists, rating scales, and simulation-based assessments allow for an objective 
benchmarking of healthcare professionals; subsequently, they determine qualifications and 
provide a timely basis for training activities(Helmyet.,al 2020). 

Challenges and Considerations 

While SIMT elicits many advantages, a few obstacles should also be worked out to make it the 
most effective option in EMS. Such resources could be simulation equipment, well-trained 
facilitators, lots of logistic considerations like scheduling and controlling the training sessions, 
and proper engagement of providers so that their providers are loyal to the training process. In 
addition, continuous assessment and quality improvement procedures should be the primary 
source of monitoring whether simulation training improves the provision of care, patient 
outcomes, or the healthcare system itself (Ochani et.,al 2021). 

Accurate simulation training is one of the fundamental aspects of an EMS provider's position, 
and it can improve airway management skills and readiness. Simulation-based education is a 
game changer because it helps clinicians develop and refine their skills and create and enhance 
their abilities to make good decisions that would contribute positively to patients' conditions. 
Careful deliberation of areas of focus, scenario designing, counseling techniques, and 
performance evaluation tools produces effective simulation-based training programs. Ultimately, 
the success of this initiative will be demonstrated in the continuation of increased investment in 
simulation training and education aimed at improving quality and safety in the EMS domain. 

Conclusion 

Airway management in emergency medical care has been considered essential for quite a long 
time. So many breathwork methods and remedies have been applied to care for the countless 
needs of patients in an emergency. This analysis has had a biassed look at intubation, 
supraglottic airway tools, and bag-valve-mask resuscitation of the airways in EMS, which have 
been the main focus of this review. In this regard, the facilitation of technological developments 
and simulation-based training has been employed as alternatives to enlarge the caliber of 
providers and improve patient outcomes. Ahead, emergency medical service (EMS) providers 
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must follow the best practices and guidelines based on science and adapt themselves to the latest 
technological developments in airway management to ensure that the patient's care in an 
emergency is up to par(Filip et.,al 2022). 
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